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the elector and Planitz is here published for the first time. There are, 
in all, about two hundred and seventy-five letters. Von Ranke and 
others have already made good use of them as manuscript material, 
without, however, exhausting them. They reveal the political intrica- 
cies of the period with rare clearness. Their publication will be very 
acceptable to all students of the German Reformation. 

O. J. Thatcher. 
The University of Chicago. 



Thomas Cranmer. By Arthur James Mason. Boston : Hough- 
ton, Mifflin & Co., 1898. Pp. 203. $1. 

Cranmer and the Reformation in England. By Arthur D. 
Innes. New York : Scribner, 1900. Pp. xix + 199. $1.25. 

The field of Reformation history is being ransacked to find 
" Leaders," " Heroes," and " Epoch-Makers," who may play the lead- 
ing r61e in biographical studies ; and so we have a host of new books, 
not only on Luther, Melanchthon, Calvin, Beza — true leaders and 
heroes — but on Erasmus and Cranmer — far less entitled to canoniza- 
tion for heroism. Among these recent biographies are two of Cranmer, 
"the most mysterious personage of the British Reformation." Cam- 
bridge furnishes a careful and accurate study of the life of her dis- 
tinguished alumnus, by Dr. Arthur J. Mason. The author gracefully 
depreciates his labor by alleging that the book is " little else than a 
putting together of various parts of Dixon's Church of England;" but 
his clear, helpful, and independent interpretation of his subject 
demands for himself the gratitude he bestows on another. He has 
adhered faithfully to his own principle stated in the preface : "Among 
historical figures, as among those of actual life, the fewest mistakes are 
made by him who, while exercising a just criticism, exercises it with a 
charitable resolve to put the best construction which facts will allow 
upon actions and motives." 

The series on the "World's Epoch-Makers" (Oliphant Smeaton, 
editor), proposed by the Scribners, includes twenty-eight titles repre- 
sentative of "the most remarkable movements that have taken place 
in theology, philosophy, and the history of intellectual development 
from Buddha to the present day." These titles include Socrates, 
Origen, Mahomet, the Medici, Luther, Pascal, Kent, and Newman. 
The first published volume is that on Cranmer by Mr. Innes, of Oxford. 
As the title indicates and as the series requires, this work is more 
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comprehensive than the volume previously under review. Cranmer is 
used as the lay figure about which to fashion the history of the Reforma- 
tion in England, from its beginnings in the Italian Renascence to the 
Settlement under Elizabeth. The book is, in fact, a good brief history 
of the English Reformation. The influence of Cranmer upon its doc- 
trinal and liturgical standards is made prominent. Through his influ- 
ence the Anglican church was saved from reverting to Rome or from 
becoming Calvinist, and instead "became deliberately comprehensive." 
"The peculiar achievement of Cranmer lay in his framing a modus 
vivendi so effectively inclusive in its scope that Laud could rule the 
same church whose children in later generations were brought up on 
the Pilgrim's Progress; that church which a few years since included 
among her sons Lord Shaftsbury, Dr. Pusey, and Dean Stanley." 

A feature deserving especial commendation is the list of excellent 
and complete chronological tables covering the entire period. They 
increase greatly the value of a valuable book. 

Geo. E. Burlingame. 

The University of Chicago. 

Die Stellung der Jesuiten in den deutschen Hexenprozessen. 
Von Bernhard Duhr. Koln : Bachem, 1900. Pp. 96. 
M. 1.80. 

This book is published under the auspices of the " Gorres-Gesell- 
schaft zur Pflege der Wissenschaft im katholischen Deutschland." The 
author, a Jesuit, succeeds in the main in his purpose to give a fair account 
of the attitude which the Jesuits assumed toward the trial and punish- 
ment of witches in Germany in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. 
Many Protestant writers accuse the Jesuits of having taken a leading 
part in the terrible business. Some Jesuit writers go to the opposite 
extreme, and maintain that their order opposed it and sought to miti- 
gate the punishments of the victims. The author shows clearly that 
the Jesuits as an order took no official ground concerning witchcraft, 
and that many Jesuits entered zealously into the search for witches, 
while some deplored it; in short, that the Jesuits were affected by the 
prevailing delusion precisely as other men were. Incidentally he 
gives us many interesting facts in reference to the epidemic of super- 
stition and terror which swept over Europe and sent thousands of 
innocent persons to the stake. He writes with a certain degree of 
freedom from ecclesiastical fetters. He admits that some of the popes 
were mistaken about witchcraft, and thinks that the bull of Innocent 



